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TBS Is a monthly publication put out 
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NEKS FROM THE HILLS 

Well, I finally got the logo from Scott Holder. I think it's pretty good and 
hope you all like it too. Now the Backstabber rises a social level as far as 'zines 
go by having it's own mastbfead. 

The weather has been rotten lately. Hot much snow but a lot of ice. It has 
also been ill timed. Wouldn't you know that we'd get hit by a terrible ice storm 
the night before the Superbowl, Knocked out our TV station for all of Sunday and 
of course the Super Bowl. It also stopped members of our club from visi tiling Morgan- 
town West Virginia for a sort of mini-convention. Needless to say, I was overjoyed 
over ,the outcome of the Super Bowl. Looking forward to seeing the Steelers win 
Super B6wl XIV V 

The Backstabber is ending it'd affiliation with the Shenandoah Wargamers Club. 
This is because certain memberswould like to play some of the games carried in this 
'zine. From now it's all mine (it really has been all mine since the beginning but 
now it's official). 

Circulation rose only slightly after January's boom, I am plaving an ad in the 
General in hope of expanding my base. But as slow as Avalon Kill has been of late, 
the ad probably won't be published until the summer. 

As to the future of TBS, I probably will not add any new games to those already 
carried by the *zine except for Third Reich variants (see inside) and possibly a 
role-playing game Balled En Garde. En Garde is a game of Seventeenth century France. 
Players attempt to climb the socialladder by various means including duelling, joinir 
prestigous regiments and clubs plus a whole mess of other ways. The game fee will 
be $2 per first character and $1,50 per additional character. Let me know what you 
think and 1111 make my decision before the bext issue, 

A couple of games are starting with this issue. House rules for all games in 
which you are in are included. For KM players there is a play-by-mail map. Also 
inside is a Third Recih variant using Turkey as a major power. 
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Sake openings 

Kingmaker ffg : Four openings. No players signed yet. Game fee is $1.75 which 
includes a photocpied Kh pbm map. 

Third R eich No on« signed yts-t. fit* up W in GC . r-^m* f Re i B $1 ,?5. This 

game is a regular game.- '- 

Victory in the Pacific #2 : Two openings. Game fee is $1.50. 

En Garde i Possibly will be carried. Game fee is $2 for your first charatcer, 
$1.50 per character thereafter. If I do carry it I will give. away three free opening 
to the first three people to sign up (not three per person). ' If I do carry.it I 
will need at least four players' before we start. 



ITOLDEVE R YBO D YTHaTHTESTEBLER S WOULD . AKEITALLaTTHEBEGCENNINGOFTHESEASONTHEYDIDNTBELIVE^i 

LATE MOVES 

I gope I can put an end to this annoying problem before it even starts. Players 
may miss a total of five late moves, after which they are ejected from the game. 
Players who mtss moves twice in a row will also be dropped, a missed move counts 
as two late moves. The above penalties are in additon to those penalties, already 
mentioned in the various house rules. 



EBUTNOWWEALLSEETHATIPREDICTEDCQ^^ 

TBS PLAYER OF THE YEAR AtfARD 

At the end of the year I will pick a player as "the player of the year based on 
how well he played and a couple of other factors. To be elidgeable, players must 
have no late or missed moves. That's about the only qualification besides how . 
well you play. Winners will ge£ a lifetime sub to TBS. 



CAUSElAHADIEHARDVIKBlGFANNEmB&RIPICm 

SASE POLICY 

All questions will be answered in the .Backs tabber unless accompanied by a SASE. 
Questions that require a long answer must be accompanied by a SASE as I refuse to 
use a whole page for one question. 



LEITERSANDARTICLESUANTEDLETTERSANDARTICLE^ 

LETTERS AND ARTICLES WANTED ■ 

Your editors mind is extremely overtaxed by the many things he is .involved in 
and unfortunately he has little time to write good articles. .So he asks that anyone 
out there wznting to give it a try, write a good article and send it in. If publish 
the author will recieve $2 in credit. Letters are worth 500 and if you have any 
interesting fillers, they are worth 500. 



ALHOSTOEBOTTOIOTTHEPAGSIREFSRTOTHISPAGH^ 

Student: "But professor, isn't this the same exam y«u had last year?" 
Professor; "Yes, but I've changed the answers." Thanks ±0 Albin Gersich 
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KNIGMAKER #1 

I have cut this game down to four players in order to start it this issue. 
Set-ups and card allocation is due by the deadline. In the following lists, the 
nobles you control plus all other crown cards are underlined. 



Nobles: 

1 . Berkeley 

2. Clifford 

3 . Courtenay 
k. Fitzalan 
5 f Greystroke 

6 . Hastings 

7 . Holland 

8 . Howard 

9 . Mowbray 

10. Neville 

n. • 

12. & '-a'f fofca *. 

13. Stanley ^ 
Ik* Talbot 

Hegecnari es 



1 . Burgundian Grossbowmen 

2. Burgundian Croosbowmen 

3. Flemish Crossbowmen 
k, French Foot Soldiers 
5 « Saxons 

6, Saxons 

7. Scots Archers 
-8. Scots Archers 

Ships t 



Offices! 

1 . Admiral of England 

2. Captain of Calais 

3. Constable of the Tower 
k, Marshall of England 

5i Treasurer of England 

Titles : 

1, Earl of Westmoreland .. 
Clergy i 

1. Bishop of Carlisle 

2. Archbishop of Canterbury 

3. Bishop of Durham 
k t Bishop of Lincoln 

5. Bishop of Norwich 

6. Archbishop of York 

Cities: 

1 . Bristol 

2. Carisbrooke 

3 . Coventry 
Newcastle 

5. Northampton 

6 , Nottingham 
?. Shrewsbury 



1 . Le Lucas 

2. Le Michael 

3. Le Nicholas 

4. Le Rose 

Note: Cities and ships that come with an office are not listed. 

Here is the' addresses of the players in the gaem, 

Scott Holder: 510 S Rosemont Ave., Hartinsburg, tfV 25^01 

Tim Pickering: 513 S R»xbrbh*xXX3E Raleigh St. Hartinsburg, WV 

Walter Bixby: P.O. Box 139, Kansas City, MO 64-1^1 

Bill Daub: P.O. Box 38, Keyport NJ 07735 



25^1 



Players are encouraged to name their factions. Note on optional rules, all op 
optional rules listed in the house rules must be voted upon by the players. To 
pass they require an unanimous vote. 

Special notes for each player are included. Be sure to read them. 



Potholes are a pain in the asphalt, thanks to Albin Gersich, 
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THIRD REICH #1 

Here is the set ups for fall 1939. Movement orders and front options are do in 
my hands by March 10th. 

Britain (Holder): xiBEF~L23/ X2BEF-J25/ (GM note- You listed fciy two 3-4 inf. 
units. There should be three. Sned set-upx along with your movement orders next . 
turn) xMalta-GG19/ xfigypt-Mh30/ xPales-KK33/ »Polish-K23/ o'rfdf-MM30/ 5air-K25/ 
5air-K2V 2air-MM30/ lair-GG19/ lair-AA?/ 27nav-F26/ I8nav-AA7/ 9nav-MkLL29. 

France (Newman): xCol-DDlV xl3~GG36/ x6-02V x7-024/ xl0-P23/ xll-P23/ xl6-F25 
X17-P25/ x8-Q2V X18-T21/ xAlp-U20/ x44-V20/ ol-P24/ 5air-02l/ 5air-R20/ 27nav-V19 

Russia (Krakowski): X28-U48/ x6-H42/ x8-l4l/ x9-D44/ xIO-fW xl2-DW 
X13-R37/ X14-Q37/ X16-037/ X18-043/ xl9-S37/ X20-L39/ X21-N38/ X22-X40/ x24-?37 
X29-T37/ X30-H38/ •4ME-I v i40/ oi9HE-P39/ 022M3-H47/ 27nav-V38/ 5air-039/ 5air-l42. 

Italy (Matuschak): xAlpini-U26/ xGelere-U26/ xLibya-1117/ xl 4-227/ xl6-W24 
X17-AA23/ XX20-KK2V x35~Y22/ ol-U25/ 9nav-II17/ 27nav-AA24/ 5air-Y22/ 5air-W22 

Germany (Gersich): xl-N26/ sFsjr-Q25/ xJ-026/ x5SS-P26/ x6-^33/ X10-N32/ xll- 
K29/ X13SS-K36/ 09-P29/ #14-029/ 019-P29/ o24-029/ l8nav-J36/ lair-D4l/ 4air-J36 
5air-L3l/ 5air-N29/ 5air-R29. 



YOUCANCALLMERAYORY OUCMCA iX^ 

TURKISH VARIANT 

Besides the six major antagonists, two other countries had a power only little 
less to affect the outcome of the war. As it happened, both remained nuetral through 
out the conflict. These two countries are Turkey and Spain. This variant deals with 
Turkey. Some time in the future I will devise one f»r Spain. This variant goes be- 
yond the simple minor variations of Third Reich. This variant is largely untested 
so I'm not sure how it will affect play balance as I have had little choice to test 
it but if you all try a game using it, maybe you can send me your opinions and 
sggestions for improving it. Sometime in the future, I may have a Third Reich game 
using this variant. 

RULE MODIFICATIONS 

1. Turkey may attack only those minor countries adjacent to it. 

2. Turkey may not declare war on the Allies until after Russia is invaded by 
Germany. Turkey is considered an ally of Italy and Germany at that time and has the 
same status as they do. 

3. Britain/US may not have more than nine factors in Lebanon-Syria (not includ- 
ing Free French) or Turkey may immediately declare war. This is the only exception 
to #2. 

4. Iraq is treated as a normal minor country worth five BRP's. Units lifted 
in Axis variation #1. The capital is Mosul, 

5. If Turkey invades French or British territory (not Vichy France) the British 
player immediately adds one 3*4 infantry and two 1-3'g to his force pool. 

6. Turkey falls when Ankara is captured. 

7. Germany gets no minor variation chit. 
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TURKISH VARIANT CON'T 

7. Force pools. 

Turkey: at start. 7 x 2-3, 1 x 2-5, 2 x 2-4, 1 x 9nav, Builds. 2 x 1-3, 
1 x 2-5, 2 x 2-4, 1x9 nav. 

Additions to Russian Force Pool: At start. 2 x 1-3, 1941 2 x 2-3, 1942 4 x 3-3. 

Additions to French Ftrce Pool: At start. 1 x 2-3. Must remain in Lebanon 
syria. 

8. At start BRP level for Turkey, 60 BRP's. Growth rate, 2C$. 



VITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITFVITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITPVITFVITFVITFVITPVITPVITPV 

VITP #1 

This game is ready to start. Patrolling phase orders are due by the deadline. 
Japanese player; remember to list your surprise attack ships. 

Japanese player; Albin Gersich, 323A Walsh Hall, Grand Forks, ND 58201. 
American player: Tim Pickering, 513 S Raliegh St. Martin sburg, WV 25401 
Note: House rules enclosed. 



ENDOFVITPENDOFVITPENDOFVITPENDOFVITPENDOFVITPENDOF 

GAME DESCRIPTIONS 

I have some space to waste so here is a description of the games carried by TBS. 

Third Reich: Third Reich is a strategic level wargame of W«rld War II. Players 
command one of six nations (or one of fivs in the play by mail version-one player 
controls both France and the US). The game sysyiem is based on a realistic economic 
system utilizing the Basic Resource Point. With this players pay for offensives, 
declaration of war, and rebuilding units. This game is ideally suited for play-by- 
mail. 

Victory in the Pacific: VITP is a strategic level game of World War II in the 
Pacific (natch). The game is not near as complicated as Third Recih but is a bit 
harder to adapt to play-by-mail. The combat system is very simplistic with no charts 
or anything like that. For those of you familiar with War at Sea, this game is very 
much like it. 

Kingmaker: Kingmaker is a game of the British War of the Roses, players centre: 
a faction of nobles and attempt to capture the last royal heir and crown him (or her) 
King (or Queen) of England. This game is also good for play- by-mail . 

I know they're not the best descriptions in the world but they will suffice. 
XFIC0UII)0NLYTH^ 

If money doesn't grow on trees, how come all the banks have branches??? 

A group of students were touring the Denver mint. One of them asked the guide 
"Why do you stamp "IN GOD WE TRUST" on all the pennies?" 

"That" explained the guide, "is for all the EE's (electrical engineers) who use 
them for fuses. " 

Gersich 

Ellenberg's Theory: One good turn gets most of the blanket. All thaiilt* to A 
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Well, after five issues I feel I can safely say that The Backstabber is a 
success, I know, there still are a few mistakes in the typing and in my writing 
but all in all I think the overall quality has grown in the last £ewiiBsaes (not 
counting last issue, I had typewriter troubles). Circulation is still not large but 
I am not losing money. That's probably because I get it printed for free and all I 
have to do is bujr stencils and paper which I get at lower prices where I work. 

Be sure and write meand state whether you would like to have En Garde carried 
in this 'zine. And don't forget the deadline of March-I^**. Orders should be in my 
hands by that time. f*j. 

THEENDOPISSUEMTOERFIVETHEMBOF ISSUMTO 

Kd O YOU WANT A SUB/ 6u5g P ■ RESERVED FOR PERSONAL NOTES. 

YOU HAVE VARIANT NUMBER FOR THIRD REICH #1 



YOU ARE SIGNED UP FOR ^ » ^ 

— L O -c/vJ 5 T 

COMPLIMENTARY ISSUE ^ ^ 



YOUR SUB END WITH 



XXXXXD O YOU WANT A COPY OF THE HOUSE TOES (SPECIFY WHICH GAME) 

YOU HAVE SUB CREDIT 

YOU ARE ON MY STAKD-BY LIST 

TRADE 



THE BACKSTABBER #5 
Russell Gilpin 
P.O. Box 52 
Berkeley Springs, WV 




'irst Class hail 




-HeTnaimsHfcr^ — 



First Class Mall 



